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"' Very well/ I said, ' you shall be/

"' I, too/ said Staff Major Hidalgo.

"f You, too/ I said.

" All of the group followed suit except, of course, Cuesta.
I tore down the telephone wires, and was about to lock the
door, when I found there was no key! Thereupon I had a
corporal of the guard come with two men, and ordered them
to shoot if anyone should attempt to escape; and those young
soldiers, who but a moment before would have obeyed
General Villa Abrille's orders, became his gaolers, ready to
do as I had told them. They earned their country's grati-
tude.

"Cuesta then told me I must go and address the soldiers
of the Granada Regiment, whose barracks were nearby; so,
whilst Cuesta stayed behind to draw up the Proclamation of
Martial Law, Lopez-Guerrero (the General's A.D.C.) and I
went over.

" Colonel Allanegui had won a good reputation in the
Moroccan campaigns, and I had been told we could rely on
his support. My surprise may be imagined when I found
him in an attitude that from the start seemed strange. The
guard was drawn up under arms. Were they waiting for
me? If so, why, instead of coming forward to receive me,
did he remain standing with his lieutenant-colonel, Major
Perez, and the other officers at the far end of the square
where the guard was drawn up?

" I went up to him and said, as I didn't know him: ' I
have come to shake hands with you and congratulate you
on taking your stand with your brother officers when the
fate of the army and the country is at stake/

"'I am prepared to support the Government and take
orders only from General Villa Abrille/ he answered curtly.

" Assuming an air of calmness, I said: * Shall we continue
our conversation over there?' and we all went into a little
room built out on to the barrack square.

" It was so small it would only hold the Colonel, Lieu-
tenant-colonel, Major, and a couple of Captains, in addition
to Lopez-Guerrero and myself, so that the others stood out-
side in the doorway and on the steps.

" * So that in spite of the way the army and the country
is being treated by the Government, you take its side, do
you?' I said.

" * I do/ he answered,

" * Then I shall have to deprive you of your command.
Lieutenant-colonel, take command of the regiment!?